
 

Appendix A 
Principal and Teacher Surveys 

 



522 SW Fifth Avenue  Suite 1407  Portland, Oregon 97204-2131 
503-223-8248  800-788-1887  Fax: 503-223-8399 

rmc@rmccorp.com 

 
February 15, 2005 
 
 
 
Dear [teacher name] 
 
In October 2003, the U.S. Department of Education began a study of single sex public 
schools. The purpose of this letter is to introduce the study activities and to thank you in 
advance for your assistance in this important effort to provide data about the 
characteristics of public single sex schools. The information collected in this study will 
benefit the Department of Education, the Congress, and other public schools around the 
country.   
 
The Department of Education’s Policy and Program Studies Service (PPSS) has 
contracted with RMC Research Corporation to conduct the study on its behalf. The study 
will look at the 20 public single sex schools operating during the 2003–04 school year. 
Because very little research information currently exists on the characteristics and 
benefits of public single sex schools, the purpose of the enclosed survey is to gather 
information from teachers that will help inform policymakers’ and the public’s 
understanding of single sex schooling.  
 
RMC Research is working closely with the Department in this study, and we plan to use 
a variety of methods to learn about single sex schools. These include the following: 
 

 A survey of the 20 public single sex school principals 
 A survey of all teachers at these schools 
 Site visits to 6 single sex public schools and 6 coeducational public schools 

 
The U.S. Office of Management and Budget approved the data collection instruments for 
this study on [DATE]. The OMB number for this data collection is [XXX-XXXX]. 
 
The survey asks questions regarding student characteristics, classroom instruction, 
school climate, and your opinions about single sex schooling. We ask that you respond 
to as many questions in this survey as you can. We recognize that this survey may take 
some time to complete, so in appreciation of your time, we will mail you a check in the 
amount of $50 upon survey completion. Please complete and return your survey no 
later than March 15, 2005. 



Confidentiality 
We have taken several steps to ensure that the information you provide is confidential. 
In this envelope you will find a Payment Request Form, the survey with an ID number, 
and a stamped envelope addressed to RMC Research.  
 

 The purpose of the Payment Request Form on which you will include your 
name and address is to ensure that you receive your $50 payment. We will 
destroy the form once we have mailed your payment. 

 Your survey will include an ID number only. To ensure that we receive all 
surveys, a survey coordinator at your school will assign an ID number to each 
teacher so that we can follow up with the coordinator to determine who has not 
returned the survey. That staff person will not have access to your survey. 

 We have enclosed a stamped envelope for you to mail your survey directly to 
RMC Research. Surveys will be seen only by the researchers and will be 
identified only by the ID number. 

 No names or personal identifying information will be used in any reports. 
 
If you have any questions regarding this survey or the study, please contact Bonnie 
Faddis or Margaret Beam at 1-800-788-1887. They also can be reached by email 
(bonnie_faddis@rmccorp.com or margaret_beam@rmccorp.com).  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Cornelius Riordan 
Project Director 
 
 
 
Bonnie Faddis 
Deputy Project Director 
 
Enclosures 



 

 

Single Sex Schools 
Teacher Survey 

 

 School ID:     

 Teacher ID:    

 Date Completed:  / /  
 

About This Survey 

This survey contains questions concerning your school such as student characteristics, classroom instruction, 
school climate, and your opinions about single sex schooling. Some questions may ask that you respond 
separately for boys and girls. 

Please write your answers directly on the survey by checking the appropriate boxes or by writing your response in 
the space provided.  

Assurance of Confidentiality 

This survey is confidential, and we have taken several steps to ensure that the information you provide is not 
seen by anyone other than our research team.  

 Your survey will include an ID number only. To ensure that we receive all surveys, a staff member at your 
school will assign an ID number to each teacher so that we can follow up with your school to determine 
who has not returned the survey. That staff person will not have access to your surveys. 

 We have enclosed a self-addressed stamped envelope for you to mail your survey directly to RMC 
Research. Surveys will be seen only by the researchers and will be identified only by the ID number. 

 No names or personal identifying information will be used in any reports. 
 

Paperwork Burden Statement 
According to the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of 
information unless such collection displays a valid OMB control number. The valid OMB control number for this 
information collection is xxxx-xxxx. The time required to complete this information collection is estimated to 
average 45 minutes per response, including the time to review instructions, search existing data resources, gather 
the data needed and complete and review the information collection. If you have any comments concerning 
the accuracy of the time estimates or suggestions for improving this form, please write to: U.S. 
Department of Education, Washington, DC 20202-4651. If you have comments or concerns regarding the 
status of your individual submission of this form, write directly to Dena Gross, PPSS, U.S. Department of 
Education, PPSS, 400 Maryland Avenue SW, Room 6W227, Washington, DC 20202. 

 

Thank you very much for your help. 

Form Approved 
OMB No. 0000-0000 
Expiration Date: 01/31/2008 
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Single Sex Schools 
Teacher Survey 

Student Characteristics  

1. What is the total number of boys and girls in your class(es)? Write in the number of students 
below. Write 0 if you do not teach one sex. 

 Number of 
students 

a. Number of boys   

b. Number of girls   

c. Total   
 

2. In which grades are the students you currently teach? Mark (X) all that apply. 
 

a Pre-kindergarten f 4th k 9th 

b Kindergarten g 5th l 10th 

c 1st h 6th  m 11th 

d 2nd i 7th  n 12th 

e 3rd j 8th o Ungraded 

Class Organization 

3. Which statement best describes the way your class(es) at this school are organized?  
Mark (X) only one box. 

1 You instruct several classes of different students most or all of the day in one or more 
subjects (such as algebra, history, biology). (Departmentalized Instruction) 

2 You are an elementary school teacher who teaches only one subject (such as 
art, music, physical education, or computer skills). (Elementary Enrichment 
Class) 

3 You instruct the same group of students all or most of the day in multiple 
subjects (Self-Contained Class) 

4 You are one of two or more teachers, in the same class, at the same time, and 
are jointly responsible for teaching a single group of students. (Team Teaching) 

5 You instruct selected students released from their regular classes in specific 
skills or to address specific needs (such as gifted and talented, special 
education, reading, English as a Second Language). (“Pull-Out” Class) 
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4. What subject(s) are you teaching this year? Mark (X) all that apply. 

a Multiple subjects (elementary grades) 

b English or language arts 

c Mathematics 

d Science  

e Social studies or history 

f Foreign language 

g Physical education or health 

h Visual or performing arts 

i Special education 

j Vocational or professional/technical education 

k English instruction for English Language Learners 

l Other (Please specify______________________________________) 

Professional Development 

5. In the past 12 months did you participate in any of the following professional development 
activities?  

a. University courses related to teaching 

1 Yes If yes, how many?   

2 No 
b. Observational visits to other schools 

1 Yes If yes, how many?   

2 No 
c. Observational visits to other classrooms within your school 

1 Yes If yes, how many?   

2 No 
d. Workshops, conferences, or inservice training sessions in which you were a presenter 

1 Yes If yes, how many?   

2 No 
e. Other workshops, conferences, or inservice training sessions in which you were NOT a 

presenter 

1 Yes If yes, how many?   

2 No 
f. Reading of professional journals or magazine articles or books related to education? 

1  Yes If yes, what is the average number of 
hours you spend reading per month? 

2 No 
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6. In the past 12 months, did you participate in any professional development activities specific to 
these content areas? Mark (X) all that apply. 

a Reading 

b Other language arts (writing, spelling, listening, speaking) 

c Mathematics  

d Science 

e Social studies or history 

f Physical education or health 

g Visual or performing arts 

h Student assessment 

i Student discipline and classroom management 

j Use of technology in instruction 

k Instruction for English Language Learners  

l Special education  

m Single-sex schooling 

n Other: ________________________________________________________ 
 

School Climate 

7. To the best of your knowledge, how often do the following types of problems occur with students 
at this school? Mark (X) one box on each row. 

 

Daily 

At least 
once a 
week 

At least 
once a 
month 

On 
occasion Never 

a. Physical abuse of teachers 1 2 3 4 5 

b. Student racial tensions 1 2 3 4 5 

c. Student bullying 1 2 3 4 5 

d. Student verbal abuse of teachers 1 2 3 4 5 

e. Widespread disorder in classrooms 1 2 3 4 5 

f. Gang activities 1 2 3 4 5 
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8. To what extent do you agree or disagree with each of the following statements? Mark (X) one 
box on each row. 

 
Strongly 

agree 
Somewhat 

agree 
Somewhat 
disagree 

Strongly 
disagree 

a. The principal lets staff members know what is 
expected of them. 

1 2 3 4 

b. The school administration’s behavior toward 
the staff is supportive and encouraging. 

1 2 3 4 

c. I am satisfied with my teaching salary. 1 2 3 4 

d. The level of student misbehavior in this 
school (such as noise, horseplay or fighting in 
the halls, cafeteria or student lounge) 
interferes with my teaching. 

1 2 3 4 

e. I receive a great deal of support from parents 
for the work I do. 

1 2 3 4 

f. Necessary materials such as textbooks, 
supplies, and copy machines are available as 
needed by the staff. 

1 2 3 4 

g. Routine duties and paperwork interfere with 
my job of teaching 

1 2 3 4 

h. My principal enforces school rules for student 
conduct and backs me up when I need it. 

1 2 3 4 

i. Rules for student behavior are consistently 
enforced by teachers in this school, even for 
students who are not in their classes 

1 2 3 4 

j. Most of my colleagues share my beliefs and 
values about what the central mission of the 
school should be. 

1 2 3 4 

k. The principal knows what kind of school 
he/she wants and has communicated it to the 
staff. 

1 2 3 4 

l. There is a great deal of cooperative effort 
among the staff members. 

1 2 3 4 

m. In this school, staff members are recognized 
for a job well done. 

1 2 3 4 

n. I worry about the security of my job because 
of the performance of my students on state 
and/or local tests. 

1 2 3 4 

o. State or district content standards have had a 
positive influence on my satisfaction with 
teaching. 

1 2 3 4 

p. I am satisfied with my class size. 1 2 3 4 

q. I am given the support I need to teach 
students with special needs. 

1 2 3 4 
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Strongly 

agree 
Somewhat 

agree 
Somewhat 
disagree 

Strongly 
disagree 

r. I make a conscious effort to coordinate the 
content of my courses with that of other 
teachers. 

1 2 3 4 

s. The amount of student tardiness and class 
cutting in this school interferes with my 
teaching. 

1 2 3 4 

t. I sometimes feel it is a waste of time to try to 
do my best as a teacher. 

1 2 3 4 

u. I am generally satisfied with being a teacher 
at this school. 

1 2 3 4 

 
9. To what extent is each of the following a problem at this school? Mark (X) one box on each row. 

 Not a 
problem 

Minor 
problem 

Moderate 
problem 

Serious 
problem 

a. Student tardiness 1 2 3 4 

b. Student absenteeism 1 2 3 4 

c. Teacher absenteeism 1 2 3 4 

d. Student class cutting 1 2 3 4 

e. Physical conflicts among 
students 

1 2 3 4 

f. Robbery or theft 1 2 3 4 

g. Vandalism of school property 1 2 3 4 

h. Student pregnancy 1 2 3 4 

i. Student use of alcohol 1 2 3 4 

j. Student drug abuse 1 2 3 4 

k. Student possession of weapons 1 2 3 4 

l. Student disrespect for teachers 1 2 3 4 

m. Students dropping out 1 2 3 4 

n. Student apathy 1 2 3 4 

o. Lack of parental involvement 1 2 3 4 

p. Poverty 1 2 3 4 

q. Students come to school 
unprepared to learn 

1 2 3 4 

r. Poor student health 1 2 3 4 
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10. Please indicate the extent to which you agree or disagree with each of the following statements. 
Mark (X) one box on each row. 

 Strongly 
agree 

Somewhat 
agree 

Somewhat 
disagree 

Strongly 
disagree 

a. I get satisfaction from seeing student progress at 
this school. 

1 2 3 4 

b. I feel like I am making a difference at this school. 1 2 3 4 

c. The stress and disappointment involved in 
teaching at this school aren’t really worth it. 

1 2 3 4 

d. The teachers at this school like being here; I 
would describe us as a satisfied group. 

1 2 3 4 

e. I feel empowered to make decisions that affect 
my work at this school. 

1 2 3 4 

f. I like the way things are run at this school. 1 2 3 4 

g. I think about transferring to another school. 1 2 3 4 

h. I don’t seem to have as much enthusiasm now as 
I did when I began teaching. 

1 2 3 4 

i. I think about staying home from school because 
I’m just too tired to go. 

1 2 3 4 

 

Classroom Instruction and Assessment  

11. Do you have access to your students’ most recent scores on state or district achievement tests? 

1 Yes (Continue to Question 12) 

2 No  (Skip to Question 13) 

3 Not applicable; my students have not taken a state or district achievement test (Skip to 
Question 13) 

 

12. To what extent do you use the information from your students’ state or district achievement test 
scores to do each of the following?  

Activity 
Not at  

all 

To a 
small 
extent 

To a 
moderate 

extent 

To a 
great 
extent 

a. To group students into different instructional 
groups by achievement or ability 

1 2 3 4 

b. To assess areas where you need to strengthen 
your content knowledge or teaching practice 

1 2 3 4 

c. To adjust your curriculum in areas where your 
students encountered problems 

1 2 3 4 
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13. To what extent do you use state or district standards to guide your instructional practice? 

1 Not at all 

2 To a small extent 

3 To a moderate extent 

4 To a great extent 
 

14. How often do students in your class who need more help receive the following services while at 
school? Mark (X) one box on each line. 

Activity Never 

Less than 
once a 
week 

Once or 
twice a 
week 

3 or 4 
times a 
week Daily 

a. Individual assistance from you outside 
of class time 1 2 3 4 5 

b. Individual tutoring from aides or 
volunteers outside of class time 1 2 3 4 5 

c. Pull-out instruction  
1 2 3 4 5 

d. Individual tutoring by a specialist  in 
class 1 2 3 4 5 

e. Individual tutoring from an aide or 
volunteer in class 1 2 3 4 5 

f. In-class instruction in small groups 
1 2 3 4 5 

g. Other (________________________) 
1 2 3 4 5 

Single Sex Schooling 

15. Is this single sex school a newly created school or was it originally a coeducational school? 

1 A newly created school 

2 A pre-existing coeducational school 

3 Don’t know 

16. Were you teaching at this school before it became a single sex school? 

1 Yes 

2 No  (Skip to Question 19) 

17. Did you support this school’s conversion to a single sex school? 

1 Yes 

2 No 

18. Did you ever attend a single sex school as a student in Grades K-12? 

1 Yes 

2 No 
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19. Have any of your own children attended a single sex school in Grades K-12? 

1 Yes 

2 No 

3 Not applicable (I have not had any school-age children) 
 

20. Please rate the extent to which you agree or disagree with each of the following statements. 
Mark (X) one box on each line. 

At this school . . .  
Strongly 

agree 
Somewhat 

agree 
Somewhat 
disagree 

Strongly 
disagree 

a. same sex teachers serve as role models for 
students  

1 2 3 4 

b. opposite sex teachers serve as role models for 
students 

1 2 3 4 

c. students have same sex peer role models who 
are academically successful 

1 2 3 4 

 

21. Please rate the extent to which you agree or disagree with each of the following statements. 
Mark (X) one box on each line. 

In comparison to coeducational schools, 
public single sex schools . . .  

Strongly 
agree 

Somewhat 
agree 

Somewhat 
disagree 

Strongly 
disagree 

a. result in higher academic achievement for 
girls 

1 2 3 4 

b. result in higher academic achievement for 
boys 

1 2 3 4 

c. result in higher academic achievement for at-
risk students 

1 2 3 4 

d. reduce negative behaviors for at-risk students 1 2 3 4 

e. provide an environment more conducive to 
learning 

1 2 3 4 

f. are a better environment for meeting students’ 
emotional needs 

1 2 3 4 

g. are viewed negatively by the community 1 2 3 4 

h. do not prepare students for the sex-integrated 
workplace 

1 2 3 4 

i. reinforce sex-role stereotypes 1 2 3 4 

j. do not prepare students for interactions with 
the other sex outside of school 

1 2 3 4 

k. have fewer extracurricular activities 1 2 3 4 

l. provide curriculum materials that are more 
appropriate to the needs of each sex 

1 2 3 4 
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22. Do you teach girls? 

1 Yes (continue to Question #23) 

2 No (skip to page 13) 
 
23. Please estimate what percent of the girls in your class(es) . . .   

 0-25% 26-50% 51-75% 76-100% 

a. contribute to academic discussions 1 2 3 4 

b. show confidence in their intellectual abilities 1 2 3 4 

c. do not express concern if they are failing 1 2 3 4 

d. strive to get good grades 1 2 3 4 

e. are disengaged from school 1 2 3 4 
f. spend independent study time on academic 

activities such as reading 
1 2 3 4 

g. are easily distracted from their schoolwork 
1 2 3 4 

h. explore subject areas or take courses they 
might not in a coed school 

1 2 3 4 

i. complete their homework regularly 1 2 3 4 

j. seek feedback about their class work 1 2 3 4 

k. make fun of girls who excel academically 1 2 3 4 

l. chose to attend a single sex school for 
academic reasons 

1 2 3 4 
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24. Please rate the degree to which you agree or disagree with each of the following statements. 
Mark (X) one box on each line. 

Girls in my class(es) . . .  
Not 

applicable 
Strongly 

agree 
Somewhat 

agree 
Somewhat 
disagree 

Strongly 
disagree 

a. are taught math and science the 
same way I teach boys 

0 1 2 3 4 

b. are taught reading or language arts 
the same way I teach boys 

0 1 2 3 4 

c. ask questions in class  1 2 3 4 

d. have interests that are different from 
their classmates 

 1 2 3 4 

e. discuss their interests with me  1 2 3 4 

f. discuss their insecurities with me  1 2 3 4 

g. discuss issues related to sexuality 
with me 

 1 2 3 4 

h. seem comfortable being in a group 
of all girls 

 1 2 3 4 

i. are not focused on how they dress  1 2 3 4 

j. feel safe from being ridiculed  1 2 3 4 

k. are teased by students from other 
schools for attending a girls’ school 

 1 2 3 4 

 
25. Please estimate what percent of the girls in your class(es) . . .   

 0-25% 26-50% 51-75% 76-100% 

a. are respectful toward teachers 1 2 3 4 

b. are respectful toward the administration 1 2 3 4 

c. treat each other with respect 1 2 3 4 

d. work together cooperatively 1 2 3 4 

e. assume a leadership role in the classroom or school 1 2 3 4 

f. need frequent discipline for disruptive behavior 1 2 3 4 

g. bully other students 1 2 3 4 

h. put down other students 1 2 3 4 
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26. Please rate the degree to which you agree or disagree with each of the following statements. 
Mark (X) one box on each line. 

In my all-girl classes . . .  
Strongly 

agree 
Somewhat 

agree 
Somewhat 
disagree 

Strongly 
disagree 

a. I spend a lot of time managing student behavior 
1 2 3 4 

b. I match my teaching methods to the unique 
needs of girls 

1 2 3 4 

c. there is a good balance between cooperation 
and competition among students 

1 2 3 4 

d. the rules are strictly enforced 1 2 3 4 

e. I feel prepared to meet the unique needs of girls 1 2 3 4 

f. I tailor the curriculum to girls’ interests 1 2 3 4 
 
27. Please estimate the percent of the girls in your class(es) who. . .   

 0-25% 26-50% 51-75% 76-100% 
a. express stereotyped views of male and female 

roles 1 2 3 4 

b. tell sexist jokes or make sexist remarks 1 2 3 4 
c. enjoy attending a single sex school 1 2 3 4 
d. view girls as being superior to boys 1 2 3 4 
e. aspire to having a successful career  1 2 3 4 
f. express interest in stereotypical female 

careers 
1 2 3 4 

g. express interest in stereotypical male careers 1 2 3 4 
h. have parents who prefer that their daughters 

attend single sex schools 
1 2 3 4 
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28.  Please estimate the percent of the girls in your class(es) who. . .   

(Skip this item and go to Question 29 if you teach in an elementary school.) 
 

 0-25% 26-50% 51-75% 76-100% 
a. are involved in extracurricular academic 

activities (e.g., mock trial, science fair) 1 2 3 4 

b. are focused on athletics and sports 1 2 3 4 

c. seek leadership roles in student government 1 2 3 4 

d. show more respect for student athletes than 
academic high achievers 

1 2 3 4 

e. participate in clubs that are non-traditional for 
girls 

1 2 3 4 

 
29. Please estimate the percent of the girls in your class(es) who. . .   
 

 0-25% 26-50% 51-75% 76-100% 

a. are focused on being attractive  1 2 3 4 

b. express concern about dating and relationships 1 2 3 4 

c. know how to get along with both sexes 1 2 3 4 

d. are teased by their female peers 1 2 3 4 

e. feel safe from sexual harassment at school 1 2 3 4 

f. feel safe from threats at school 1 2 3 4 

g. have the social skills they will need in the 
mixed-sex work place 

1 2 3 4 

h. can stand up for themselves in confrontations 
with peers 

1 2 3 4 
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30. Do you teach boys? 

1 Yes (continue to Question #31) 

2 No (skip to page 17) 
 
31. Please estimate what percent of the boys in your class(es) . . .   

 0-25% 26-50% 51-75% 76-100% 

a. contribute to academic discussions 1 2 3 4 

b. show confidence in their intellectual abilities 1 2 3 4 

c. do not express concern if they are failing 1 2 3 4 

d. strive to get good grades 1 2 3 4 

e. are disengaged from school 1 2 3 4 

f. spend independent study time on academic 
activities such as reading 

1 2 3 4 

g. are easily distracted from their schoolwork 1 2 3 4 

h. explore subject areas or take courses they 
might not in a coed school 

1 2 3 4 

i. complete their homework regularly 1 2 3 4 

j. seek feedback about their class work 1 2 3 4 

k. make fun of boys who excel academically 1 2 3 4 

l. chose to attend a single sex school for 
academic reasons 

1 2 3 4 
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32. Please rate the degree to which you agree or disagree with each of the following statements. 
Mark (X) one box on each line. 

Boys in my class(es) . . .  
Not 

applicable 
Strongly 

agree 
Somewhat 

agree 
Somewhat 
disagree 

Strongly 
disagree 

a. are taught math and science the 
same way I teach girls 0 1 2 3 4 

b. are taught reading or language arts 
the same way I teach girls 

0 1 2 3 4 

c. ask questions in class  1 2 3 4 

d. have interests that are different from 
their classmates 

 1 2 3 4 

e. discuss their interests with me  1 2 3 4 

f. discuss their insecurities with me  1 2 3 4 

g. discuss issues related to sexuality 
with me 

 1 2 3 4 

h. seem comfortable being in a group of 
all boys 

 1 2 3 4 

i. are not focused on how they dress  1 2 3 4 

j. feel safe from being ridiculed  1 2 3 4 

k. are teased by students from other 
schools for attending a boys’ school 

 1 2 3 4 
 

33. Please estimate what percent of the boys in your class(es) . . .   

 0-25% 26-50% 51-75% 76-100% 
a. are respectful toward teachers 

1 2 3 4 

b. are respectful toward the administration 1 2 3 4 

c. treat each other with respect 1 2 3 4 

d. work together cooperatively 1 2 3 4 

e. assume a leadership role in the classroom 1 2 3 4 

f. need frequent discipline for disruptive behavior 1 2 3 4 

g. bully other students 1 2 3 4 

h. put down other students 1 2 3 4 
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34. Please rate the extent to which you agree or disagree with each of the following statements. 
Mark (X) one box on each line. 

In my all-boy classes . . .  
Strongly 

agree 
Somewhat 

agree 
Somewhat 
disagree 

Strongly 
disagree 

a. I spend a lot of time managing student behavior 1 2 3 4 

b. I match my teaching methods to the unique 
needs of boys 

1 2 3 4 

c. there is a good balance between cooperation 
and competition among students 

1 2 3 4 

d. the rules are strictly enforced 1 2 3 4 

e. it is easy to successfully discipline students  1 2 3 4 

f. I tailor the curriculum to boys’ interests 1 2 3 4 
 
35. Please estimate the percent of the boys in your class(es) who. . .   

 0-25% 26-50% 51-75% 76-100% 
a. express stereotyped views of male and female 

roles 1 2 3 4 

b. tell sexist jokes or make sexist remarks 1 2 3 4 
c. enjoy attending a single sex school 1 2 3 4 
d. view boys as being superior to girls 1 2 3 4 
e. aspire to having a successful career  1 2 3 4 
f. express interest in stereotypical female 

careers 
1 2 3 4 

g. express interest in stereotypical male careers 1 2 3 4 
h. have parents who prefer that their sons attend 

a single sex school 
1 2 3 4 
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36. Please estimate the percent of boys in your class(es) who. . . 

(Skip this item and go to Question 37 if you teach in an elementary school.) 
 

 0-25% 26-50% 51-75% 76-100% 
a. are involved in extracurricular academic activities 

(e.g., mock trial, science fair) 1 2 3 4 

b. are focused mostly on athletics and sports 1 2 3 4 

c. seek leadership roles in student government 1 2 3 4 

d. show more respect  for student athletes than 
academic high achievers 

1 2 3 4 

e. participate in clubs that are non-traditional for boys 1 2 3 4 
 
37. Please estimate the percent of boys in your classes who. . . 

 0-25% 26-50% 51-75% 76-100% 
a. are focused on being attractive 

1 2 3 4 

b. express concern about dating and relationships 1 2 3 4 

c. know how to get along with both sexes 1 2 3 4 

d. are teased by their male peers 1 2 3 4 

e. feel safe from sexual harassment at school 1 2 3 4 

f. feel safe from threats at school 1 2 3 4 

g. have the social skills they will need in the 
mixed-sex work place 

1 2 3 4 

h. can stand up for themselves in confrontations 
with peers 

1 2 3 4 
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38. Listed below are several reasons that practitioners have given to support single sex education. 
In the box at the bottom of the page, please write in the letters corresponding to the five 
reasons you believe are most important. If your most important reasons are not listed, please 
add them in items o, p, and q.  

 Single sex education . . . 

a. decreases the academic problems of low achieving students. 

b. decreases distractions to learning. 

c. improves student self esteem. 

d. decreases gender role stereotyping. 

e. allows for more opportunities to provide social and moral guidance. 

f. provides more leadership opportunities. 

g. addresses the unique learning styles and interests of girls or boys. 

h. reduces student behavior problems. 

i. provides more positive student role models. 

j. decreases sex bias in teacher-student interactions. 

k. provides choice in public education. 

l. promotes a sense of community among students and staff. 

m. reduces sexual harassment among students. 

n. improves student achievement. 

o. other (specify): ____________________________________________________ 

p. other (specify): ____________________________________________________ 

q. other (specify): ____________________________________________________ 

 

Write in the letters corresponding to what you believe are the 5 most important reasons 
for offering single sex education: 

 
  Most important 

  Second most important 

  Third most important 

____  Fourth most important 

____  Fifth most important 
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39. How much of a challenge have the following issues been for this school?  
Mark (X) one box on each line. 

Challenge No 
challenge 

A small 
challenge 

A moderate 
challenge 

A huge 
challenge 

a. Turnover in school leadership 1 2 3 4 

b. Teacher turnover 1 2 3 4 

c. Lack of district level support 1 2 3 4 

d. Lack of real choice for students to be here 1 2 3 4 

e. Insufficient funding compared to other 
schools in this district 

1 2 3 4 

f. Competition for students from other 
magnet or charter schools 

1 2 3 4 

g. Reputation of school as undesirable 1 2 3 4 

h. Low student enrollment 1 2 3 4 

i. Class sizes too large 1 2 3 4 

j. Insufficient professional development on 
single sex education 

1 2 3 4 

k. Insufficient professional development on 
teaching low achieving students 

1 2 3 4 

l. Unclear mission or purpose of single sex 
education 

1 2 3 4 

m. Insufficient course offerings compared to 
coed schools in district 

1 2 3 4 

n. Lack of sufficient curriculum focus on state 
standards 

1 2 3 4 

o. Conflict with other school reform efforts 1 2 3 4 

p. Parent opposition to change 1 2 3 4 
q. Community perceptions about single-sex 

schools 
1 2 3 4 

r. Other   

  

1 2 3 4 
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Teacher Background  

40. Are you female or male? 

1 Female 

2 Male 

41. Are you of Hispanic or Latino origin?  

1 Yes 

2 No 

42. What is your race/ethnicity? Mark (X) all that apply.  

a White 

b Black or African American 

c Asian 

d Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander 

e American Indian or Alaska Native 

f Other 

43. How many years have you worked as a full-time elementary or secondary teacher in public, 
charter, and/or Indian schools? Write in the number of years below. Count part year as one 
year. 

 Number of years 

a. Total number of years as a teacher (do not include student teaching)   

b. Total number of years as teacher in a single-sex school   

c. Total number of years as a teacher at this school   
 

44. What is the highest degree you have obtained as of December 2004? Mark (X) only one box. 

1 Associate degree 

2 Bachelors (B.A., B.S., B.E., etc.) 

3 Master’s degree (M.A., M.A.T., M.B.A., M.Ed., M.S., etc.) 

4 Education specialist or certification at least one year beyond master’s level 

5 Doctorate or first professional degree (Ph.D., Ed.D., M.D., L.L.B., J.D., D.D.S.) 

6 Do not have a degree 
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45. Which of the following describes the teaching certificate(s) you currently hold in this state?  
Mark (X) all that apply. 

a Regular or standard state certificate or advanced professional certificate  

b Probationary certificate (issued after satisfying all requirements except the completion of 
a probationary period) 

c Provisional or other type of certificate given to persons who are still participating in what 
the state calls an “alternative certification program”  

d Temporary certificate (requires some additional coursework, student teaching, and/or 
passage of a test before regular certification can be obtained)  

e Waiver or emergency certificate (issued to persons with insufficient teacher preparation 
who must complete a regular certification program in order to continue teaching in their 
current subject area or level) 

 
46. What subject(s) are you fully certified to teach? Mark (X) all that apply. 

a Elementary grades (multiple subjects) 

b English or language arts 

c Mathematics 

d Science  

e Social studies or history 

f Foreign language 

g Physical education or health 

h Visual or performing arts 

i Special education 

j Vocational or professional/technical education 

k English language learners 

l Other (Please specify______________________________________) 
 

Thank you for your participation in this survey! 
 

Please use the enclosed envelope to mail your survey to: 
 

Dr. Bonnie J. Faddis 
RMC Research Corporation 

522 SW Fifth Avenue, Suite 1407 
Portland, OR 97204 

 
 

If you have any questions, please call Bonnie Faddis or Margaret Beam at (800) 788-1887 



 
February 15, 2005 
 
 
Dear [principal name] 
 
In October 2003, the U.S. Department of Education began a study of single sex public 
schools. The purpose of this letter is to introduce the study activities and to thank you in 
advance for your assistance in this important effort to provide data about the 
characteristics of public single sex schools. The information collected in this study will 
benefit the Department of Education, the Congress, and other public schools around the 
country.   
 
The Department of Education’s Policy and Program Studies Service (PPSS) has 
contracted with RMC Research Corporation to conduct the study on its behalf. The study 
will look at the 20 public single sex schools operating during the 2003–04 school year. 
Because very little research information currently exists on the characteristics and 
benefits of public single sex schools, the purpose of the enclosed survey is to gather 
information from principals that will help inform policymakers’ and the public’s 
understanding of single sex schooling.  
 
RMC Research is working closely with the Department in this study, and we plan to use 
a variety of methods to learn about single sex schools. These include the following: 
 

 A survey of the 20 public single sex school principals 
 A survey of all teachers at these schools 
 Site visits to 6 single sex public schools and 6 coeducational public schools 

 
We are sending the teacher surveys and instructions under separate cover to the survey 
coordinator that you previously identified for your school. The U.S. Office of 
Management and Budget approved the data collection instruments for this study on 
[DATE]. The OMB number for this data collection is [XXX-XXXX]. 
 
The survey asks questions regarding school characteristics, admission procedures, 
school climate, parent involvement, and your opinions about single sex schooling. We 
ask that you respond to as many questions in this survey as you can. We recognize that 
this survey may take some time to complete, so in appreciation of your time, we will mail 
you a check in the amount of $50 upon survey completion. Please complete and return 
your survey no later than March 15, 2005. 



Confidentiality 
We have taken several steps to ensure that the information you provide is confidential. 
In this envelope you will find a Payment Request Form, the survey with an ID number, 
and a stamped envelope addressed to RMC Research.  
 

 The purpose of the Payment Request Form on which you will include your 
name and address is to ensure that you receive your $50 payment. We will 
destroy the form once we have mailed your payment. 

 Your survey will include an ID number only. To ensure that we receive all 
surveys, we will use the ID number only to determine who has not returned the 
survey. 

 We have enclosed a stamped envelope for you to mail your survey directly to 
RMC Research. Surveys will be seen only by the researchers and will be 
identified only by the ID number. 

 No names or personal identifying information will be used in any reports. 
 
If you have any questions regarding this survey or the study, please contact Bonnie 
Faddis or Margaret Beam at 1-800-788-1887. They also can be reached by email 
(bonnie_faddis@rmccorp.com or margaret_beam@rmccorp.com).  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Cornelius Riordan 
Project Director 
 
 
 
Bonnie Faddis 
Deputy Project Director 
 
Enclosures 
 



 

Single Sex Schools 
Principal Survey 

 

School ID: __________________ 

Date Completed: _____________ 

 
 

About This Survey 

This survey contains questions concerning your school such as student characteristics, classroom instruction, 
school climate, and your opinions about single sex schooling. Some questions may ask that you respond 
separately for boys and girls. 

Please write your answers directly on the survey by checking the appropriate boxes or by writing your response in 
the space provided.  

Assurance of Confidentiality 

This survey is confidential, and we have taken several steps to ensure that the information you provide is not 
seen by anyone other than our research team.  

 Your survey will include an ID number only.  
 We have enclosed a self-addressed stamped envelope for you to mail your survey directly to RMC 

Research. Surveys will be seen only by the researchers and will be identified only by the ID number. 
 No names or personal identifying information will be used in any reports. 

 

Paperwork Burden Statement 

According to the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of 
information unless such collection displays a valid OMB control number. The valid OMB control number for this 
information collection is xxxx-xxxx. The time required to complete this information collection is estimated to 
average 90 minutes per response, including the time to review instructions, search existing data resources, gather 
the data needed and complete and review the information collection. If you have any comments concerning 
the accuracy of the time estimates or suggestions for improving this form, please write to: U.S. 
Department of Education, Washington, DC 20202-4651. If you have comments or concerns regarding the 
status of your individual submission of this form, write directly to Dena Gross, PPSS, U.S. Department of 
Education, PPSS, 400 Maryland Avenue SW, Room 6W227, Washington, DC 20202. 

 

Thank you very much for your help.

Form Approved 
OMB No. 0000-0000 
Expiration Date: 01/31/2008 
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Single Sex Schools 
Principal Survey 

School Characteristics 

1. Which best describes this school?  

1 Girls only 

2 Boys only 

3 Boys and girls, taught in separate classes by different teachers 

4 Boys and girls, taught in separate classes by same teachers 
 

2. Is this school a charter school?  

1 Yes 

2 No 
 

3. In what calendar year did this school become a single-sex school?    
 

4. Is this single sex school a newly created school or was it originally a coeducational school? 

1 A newly created school (Skip to Question 7) 

2 A pre-existing coeducational school 

3 Don’t know (Skip to Question 7) 
 

5. Did you support this school’s conversion to a single sex school? 

1 Yes 

2 No 
 

6. Were you a principal at this school before it became a single sex school? 

1 Yes 

2 No   
 

7. What was/were the primary reason(s) for creating this single-sex school? 

a Don’t know (Skip to Question 8) 

b    

c    

d    
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8. Did you ever attend a single sex school as a student in Grades K–12? 

1 Yes 

2 No 
 

9. Have any of your own children attended a single sex school in Grades K–12? 

1 Yes 

2 No 

3 Not applicable (I have not had any school-age children) 
 

10. School enrollment. Write in the approximate number of children for each of the following. If no 
children have left or enrolled in this school, enter “0” on that line.  

 Number of 
children 

a. Total enrollment in this school around October 1, 2004, or the 
date nearest to that for which data are available (use the 
numbers you report to your state education agency, if 
applicable) 

   

b. Number of children who have enrolled in this school since 
October 1, 2004  

   

c. Number of children who have left this school since October 1, 
2004, and have not returned 

   

 

11. School enrollment by grade. Write in the approximate number of children for each grade level 
around October 1, 2004. If no children are enrolled for a particular grade, enter “0” on that line.  

 

a. Kindergarten....   h. 7th grade..........    

b. 1st grade...........   i. 8th grade..........    

c. 2nd grade..........   j. 9th grade..........    

d. 3rd grade ..........   k. 10th grade........    

e. 4th grade ..........   l. 11th grade........    

f. 5th grade ..........   m. 12th grade........    

g. 6th grade ..........    
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12. Around October 1, 2004, how many students in this school belonged to each of the following 
racial/ethnic groups? Write the number OR percent on each line. Enter “0” on the line if this 
school has no students of that racial-ethnic group. The Total number should sum to the total 
school enrollment in question 9a OR the total on the percent column should add to 100%.  

  

 Number OR Percent 
 
 

a. White .................................................................     % 

b. Black or African American..................................     % 

c. Asian ..................................................................     % 

d. Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander .........     % 

e. American Indian or Alaska Native .....................     % 

f.  Other (Please specify) .......................................     % 

g. TOTAL................................................................       100   % 
 
13. Approximately, what is the average daily attendance for this school this year? Write in percent 

or number from your most recent count below. To calculate percent, divide the number of 
students attending on an average day by the number of students enrolled.  

 
________ % Average Daily Attendance (e.g., number of students attending on an average 

day/number of students enrolled) 
 

OR 
 

________ Average Number Attending Daily 
 
For questions 14–16, use current numbers or your most recent report to your state. 
 

14. What is the total number of students at this school who are eligible for free or reduced price 
lunches?  

  

15. What is the number of students at this school who have an Individual Education Plan (IEP)?  

  

16. What is the number of students at this school who are identified through an English proficiency 
test as limited-English proficient?  

  

17. Does this school have programs specifically designed to address the needs of limited-English 
proficient students?  

1 Yes 

2 No 
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18. Do any students enrolled in this school receive Title I services? 

1 Yes 

2 No 
 

19. Is this school operating a school-wide Title I program? 

1 Yes 

2 No 
 

20. Has this school been identified for school improvement under No Child Left Behind (NCLB)? 

1 Yes 

2 No 
 

21. What is the total number of classroom teachers, special services staff, administrators, and 
instructional assistants at this school? Report numbers of staff in full-time equivalents (FTE). 

 

Staff Type 
Total Number 

of Staff 
Number of 

Female Staff 

a. Classroom teachers (Include regular 
classroom teachers, special education, Title I, 
ELL, teachers on special assignment, and 
special areas such as art, music, and PE). Do 
not include counselors, psychologists, media 
specialists, or speech-language pathologists.) 

      

b. Special services staff (Include counselors, 
psychologists, nurses, media specialists, and 
speech-language pathologists.) 

      

c. Administrators (Include principals, vice 
principals, and assistant principals.) 

      

d. Instructional assistants who work directly 
with students (Include special education 
assistants, Title I assistants, bilingual/ESL 
assistants, and regular instructional assistants.) 
To calculate FTE, add the number of hours 
worked each day for each assistant and divide 
by 8. 

      

 

22. What percentage of your teachers are considered “highly qualified” under NCLB? 

  % 
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23. How long is the school day for students in this school? (Report BOTH hours and minutes, 
e.g., 5 hours and 45 minutes). If the length of day varies by grade level, record the longest day. 
Include instructional time only—do not include lunch, recess, or passing time. 

  hours and   minutes 

 

24. How many instructional days are in your school year? Include only the days that students are 
present. 

  days 

 

25. Does this school have a formal school improvement plan?  

1 Yes 

2 No 
 

26. Is this school currently involved in the implementation of any specific school reform models 
(e.g., Success for All, Core Knowledge, Coalition of Essential Schools, Accelerated Schools)? 

1 Yes If yes, please indicate which reform model(s) you are implementing. 

2 No  
 

 

 

27. Has this school had a major new curriculum adoption this year (2004–05)? Mark (X) all that apply. 

x Did not adopt any new curriculum programs this year 

a Reading/language arts 

b Mathematics 

c Science 

d Social studies 

e Other: ___________________________ 

f Other: ___________________________ 
 

28. What percent of your students scored at or above the proficient level on your state standards in 
reading last year?   

 % 

29. What percent of your students scored at or above the proficient level on your state standards in 
math last year? 

 % 
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Admission Procedures 

30. Does this school use any of the following requirements for admission?  

 Yes No 
a. Admission test 

1 2 
b. Standardized achievement test 1 2 
c. Academic record 1 2 
d. Special student needs (e.g., “at risk” or with disabilities) 1 2 
e. Special student aptitudes, skills, or talents 1 2 
f. Personal interview 1 2 
g. Recommendations 1 2 
h. Residence in attendance area 1 2 
i. Commitment to parental involvement 1 2 
j. Socioeconomic need 1 2 

 

31. What percentage of your enrollment slots, if any, are reserved for low-income students? 

a None, we do not have income requirements 

b __________% of our enrollment slots are reserved for low-income students 
 

32. Does the admission process involve a lottery of any kind?  

1 Yes If yes, please describe. 

2 No 

  

 
 

 

33. How many students (otherwise qualified) were denied admission this school year due to a lack 
of space? 

  

34. Do you maintain a reservation list for students who are not yet old enough to enter your school’s 
lowest grade? (e.g., a high school that keeps a list of elementary and middle school students 
who want to be admitted in the future)? 

1 Yes 

2 No 
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School Climate 

35. This school year (2004-05), is it the practice of this school to do the following? 

 Yes No 

a. Control access to school buildings during school hours (e.g., locked or 
monitored doors) 

1 2 

b. Control access to school grounds during school hours (e.g., locked or 
monitored gates) 

1 2 

c. Require students to pass through metal detectors each day 1 2 

d. Perform random metal detector checks on students 1 2 

e. Require that all or most students stay on campus during lunch 1 2 

f. Use random dog sniffs to check for drugs 1 2 

g. Perform random sweeps for contraband (e.g., drugs or weapons), but not 
including dog sniffs 

1 2 

h. Require students to wear uniforms 1 2 

i. Enforce a strict dress code 1 2 

j. Require clear book bags or ban book bags on school grounds 1 2 
 

36. To the best of your knowledge, how often do the following types of problems occur with students 
at this school? Mark (X) one box on each row. 

 

Daily 

At least 
once a 
week 

At least 
once a 
month 

On 
occasion Never 

a. Physical abuse of teachers 1 2 3 4 5 
b. Student racial tensions 1 2 3 4 5 
c. Student bullying 1 2 3 4 5 
d. Student verbal abuse of teachers 1 2 3 4 5 
e. Widespread disorder in classrooms 1 2 3 4 5 
f. Gang activities 1 2 3 4 5 

 

37. To what extent is each of the following a problem at this school? Mark (X) one box on each row. 

 Not a 
problem 

Minor 
problem 

Moderate 
problem 

Serious 
problem 

a. Student tardiness 1 2 3 4 
b. Student absenteeism 1 2 3 4 
c. Teacher absenteeism 1 2 3 4 
d. Student class cutting 1 2 3 4 
e. Physical conflicts among students 1 2 3 4 
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 Not a 
problem 

Minor 
problem 

Moderate 
problem 

Serious 
problem 

f. Robbery or theft 1 2 3 4 
g. Vandalism of school property 1 2 3 4 
h. Student pregnancy 1 2 3 4 
i. Student use of alcohol 1 2 3 4 
j. Student drug abuse 1 2 3 4 
k. Student possession of weapons 1 2 3 4 
l. Student disrespect for teachers 1 2 3 4 
m. Students dropping out 1 2 3 4 
n. Student apathy 1 2 3 4 
o. Lack of parental involvement 1 2 3 4 
p. Poverty 1 2 3 4 
q. Students come to school 

unprepared to learn 
1 2 3 4 

r. Poor student health 1 2 3 4 
 

38. Please rate your level of satisfaction with each of the following school characteristics. Mark (X) 
one box on each row. 

 Very 
Unsatisfied 

Somewhat 
Unsatisfied Uncertain 

Somewhat 
Satisfied 

Very 
Satisfied 

a. Individual attention to students 1 2 3 4 5 
b. Academic standards for students 1 2 3 4 5 
c. Student access to teachers 1 2 3 4 5 
d. Quality of school administration 1 2 3 4 5 
e. Quality of teaching 1 2 3 4 5 
f. School facilities 1 2 3 4 5 
g. Extracurricular activities 1 2 3 4 5 
h. Transportation for students 1 2 3 4 5 
i. Food for students 1 2 3 4 5 
j. Staff and student safety 1 2 3 4 5 
k. Student behavior code 1 2 3 4 5 
l. Student dress 1 2 3 4 5 
m. Length of school day 1 2 3 4 5 
n. Length of school year 1 2 3 4 5 
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39. How much of a problem are the following in the neighborhood where this school is located? 
Mark (X) one box on each line. 

 Big 
problem 

Somewhat of 
a problem 

No 
problem 

Don’t 
know 

a. Tensions based on racial, ethnic, or 
religious differences 

1 2 3 8 

b. Garbage, litter, or broken glass in the 
street or road, on the sidewalks, or in 
yards 

1 2 3 8 

c. Selling or using drugs or excessive 
drinking in public 

1 2 3 8 

d. Gangs 1 2 3 8 
e. Heavy traffic 1 2 3 8 
f. Violent crimes like drive-by shootings 1 2 3 8 
g. Vacant houses and buildings 1 2 3 8 
h. Crime in the neighborhood 1 2 3 8 

 

40. Please indicate the extent to which you agree or disagree with each of the following statements. 
Mark (X) one box on each line.  

 Strongly 
agree 

Somewhat 
agree 

Somewhat 
disagree 

Strongly 
disagree 

a. I get satisfaction from seeing student 
progress at this school. 

1 2 3 4 

b. I feel like I am making a difference at 
this school. 

1 2 3 4 

c. The stress and disappointment involved 
in working at this school aren’t really 
worth it. 

1 2 3 4 

d. The teachers at this school like being 
here; I would describe them as a 
satisfied group. 

1 2 3 4 

e. I feel empowered to make decisions 
that affect my work at this school. 

1 2 3 4 

f. I like the way things are run at this 
school. 

1 2 3 4 

g. I think about transferring to another 
school. 

1 2 3 4 

h. I don’t seem to have as much 
enthusiasm now as I did when I began 
my career as a principal. 

1 2 3 4 

i. I think about staying home from school 
because I’m just too tired to go. 

1 2 3 4 
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Classroom Instruction  

41. Does this school use any of the following methods to organize classes or student groups?  

 Yes No 

a. Traditional grade levels or academic discipline-based departments 1 2 

b. Grades or schools subdivided into small groups such as “houses” or “families” 1 2 

c. Student groups that remain two or more years with the same teacher 
(looping) 

1 2 

d. Interdisciplinary teaching (e.g., two or more teachers with different academic 
specializations collaborate to teach the same group of students) 

1 2 

e. Paired or team teaching (e.g., two teachers are jointly responsible for a single 
group of students) 

1 2 

 

42. Has this school implemented any of the following? 

 Yes No 

a. Scheduling of class periods to create extended instructional blocks of time 
(block scheduling) 

1 2 

b. Before-school or after-school remedial programs 1 2 

c. Before-school or after-school enrichment programs 1 2 

d. Academic intersessions or summer school activities for students needing 
extra assistance to meet academic expectations 

1 2 

e. Academic intersessions or summer school activities for students seeking 
academic advancement or acceleration 

1 2 

f. School calendar where the number of days for students exceeds mandatory 
days per year 

1 2 

g. Year-round calendar to distribute school days across twelve months 1 2 

Student Support 

43. Does this school sponsor a formal adult-student mentoring program? 

1 Yes 

2 No 
 

44. Does this school sponsor a formal older student-younger student mentoring program? 

1 Yes 

2 No 
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45. Does this school currently have a drug, alcohol, or tobacco prevention program? 

1 Yes 

2 No 
 

46. Does this school currently have a violence prevention program? 

1 Yes 

2 No 
 

47. Does this school currently have any other program to support students that you feel is important 
to the students’ success? 

1 Yes If yes, what type of program? 

2 No 

Parent Involvement 

48. Last school year (2003-2004), what percentage of students had at least one parent or guardian 
participating in the following events? 

 
0–25% 26–50% 51–75% 76–100% 

Not 
applicable

a. Open house or back-to-school night 1 2 3 4 8 

b. All regularly scheduled schoolwide 
parent-teacher conferences 

1 2 3 4 8 

c. One or more special subject-area 
events (e.g., science fair, concerts, etc.) 

1 2 3 4 8 

 

49. This school year (2004–2005), does this school have the following? 

 Yes No 

a. A staff member assigned to work on parent involvement 1 2 

b. A log of parent participation maintained by parents or staff 1 2 

c. A reliable system of communication with parents, such as newsletters or phone 
trees 

1 2 

d. Services to support parent participation, such as providing child care or 
transportation 

1 2 

e. A parent drop-in center or lounge 1 2 

f. A requirement that teachers send information home to parents explaining school 
lessons 

1 2 

g. A requirement that teachers provide suggestions for activities that parents can 
do at home with their child 

1 2 

h. A requirement that teachers create homework assignments that involve parents 1 2 
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Topics Duration

 

50. Last school year (2003–2004), were any of the following offered to parents or guardians? 

 Yes No 

a. Parent education workshops or courses 1 2 

b. Written contract between the school and parent/guardian 1 2 

c. Opportunities for parents/ guardians to serve as volunteers in the school on 
a regular basis 

1 2 

Professional Development 

51. In the past 12 months, have you participated in the following kinds of professional development? 

 Yes No 

a. University course(s) related to your role as principal 1 2 

b. Visits to other schools designed to improve your own work as principal 1 2 

c. Individual or collaborative research on a topic of interest to you 
professionally 

1 2 

d. Mentoring and/or peer observation and coaching of principals, as part of a 
formal arrangement that is recognized or supported by the school or district 

1 2 

e. Participating in a principal network (e.g., group of principals organized by an 
outside agency or through the internet) 

1 2 

f. Workshops, conferences, or inservice training in which you were a presenter 1 2 

g. Other workshops or conferences in which you were not a presenter 1 2 
 

52. In the past 12 months, how often have you participated in professional development activities 
with teachers from this school? 

1 Never 

2 Once or twice 

3 3 to 5 times 

4 6 or more times 
 

53. Have you had any professional development related to single-sex schooling? 

1 Yes If yes, what were the topics and duration of trainings? 

2 No 
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Single Sex Schooling 

54. Please rate the extent to which you agree or disagree with each of the following statements. 
Mark (X) one box on each line. 

At this school . . .  
Strongly 

agree 
Somewhat 

agree 
Somewhat 
disagree 

Strongly 
disagree 

a. same-sex teachers serve as role models for 
students 1 2 3 4 

b. opposite-sex teachers serve as role models for 
students 

1 2 3 4 

c. students have same-sex peer role models who 
are academically successful 

1 2 3 4 

 

55. Please rate the extent to which you agree or disagree with each of the following statements. 
Mark (X) one box on each line. 

 

In comparison to coeducational schools, 
public single sex schools . . .  

Strongly 
agree 

Somewhat 
agree 

Somewhat 
disagree 

Strongly 
disagree 

a. are more expensive to operate 1 2 3 4 

b. have greater financial resources 1 2 3 4 

c. result in higher academic achievement for girls 1 2 3 4 

d. result in higher academic achievement for boys 1 2 3 4 

e. result in higher academic achievement for at-risk 
students 

1 2 3 4 

f. reduce negative behaviors for at-risk students 1 2 3 4 

g. provide an environment more conducive to 
learning 

1 2 3 4 

h. are a better environment for meeting students’ 
emotional needs 

1 2 3 4 

i. are viewed negatively by the community 1 2 3 4 

j. do not prepare students for the sex-integrated 
workplace 

1 2 3 4 

k. reinforce sex-role stereotypes 1 2 3 4 

l. do not prepare students for interactions with the 
other sex outside of school 

1 2 3 4 

m. have fewer extracurricular activities 1 2 3 4 

n. provide curriculum materials that are more 
appropriate to the needs of each sex 

1 2 3 4 
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56. Do you have girls at this school? 

1 Yes (continue to Question #57) 

2 No (skip to page 17) 
 

 

57. Please rate the extent to which you agree or disagree with each of the following statements. 
Mark (X) one box on each line. 

 

Girls in my school . . .  
Not 

applicable
Strongly 

agree 
Somewhat 

agree 
Somewhat 
disagree 

Strongly 
disagree 

a. are taught math and science the same 
way we teach boys 

0 1 2 3 4 

b. are taught reading or language arts 
the same way we teach boys 

0 1 2 3 4 

c. have interests that are different from 
their classmates 

 1 2 3 4 

d. discuss their interests with me  1 2 3 4 

e. discuss their insecurities with me  1 2 3 4 

f. seem comfortable being in a group of 
all girls 

 1 2 3 4 

g. are not focused on how they dress  1 2 3 4 

h. are teased by students from other 
schools for attending a girls’ school 

 1 2 3 4 

 

58. Please estimate what percent of the girls in your school . . .   

 0-25% 26-50% 51-75% 76-100% 

a. are respectful toward teachers 1 2 3 4 

b. are respectful toward the administration 1 2 3 4 

c. treat each other with respect 1 2 3 4 

d. work together cooperatively 1 2 3 4 

e. assume a leadership role in the classroom or 
school 

1 2 3 4 

f. need frequent discipline for disruptive behavior 1 2 3 4 

g. bully other students 1 2 3 4 

h. put down other students 1 2 3 4 
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59.  Please estimate the percent of the girls in your school who. . .   
 

 0-25% 26-50% 51-75% 76-100% 

a. express stereotyped views of male and 
female roles 

1 2 3 4 

b. tell sexist jokes or make sexist remarks 1 2 3 4 

c. enjoy attending a single sex school 1 2 3 4 

d. view girls as being superior to boys 1 2 3 4 

e. express interest in stereotypical female 
careers 

1 2 3 4 

f. express interest in stereotypical male 
careers 

1 2 3 4 

g. have parents who prefer that their 
daughters attend single sex schools 1 2 3 4 

 

60. Please rate the extent to which you agree or disagree with each of the following statements. 
Mark (X) one box on each line.  
 
Skip this item if you are the principal of an elementary school. 

 

Girls in my school . . .  
Strongly 

agree 
Somewhat 

agree 
Somewhat 
disagree 

Strongly 
disagree 

a. are involved in extracurricular academic 
activities (e.g., mock trial, science fair) 

1 2 3 4 

b. are focused on athletics and sports 1 2 3 4 

c. seek leadership roles in student government 1 2 3 4 

d. show more respect for student athletes than 
academic high achievers 

1 2 3 4 

e. participate in clubs that are non-traditional for 
girls 

1 2 3 4 
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61. Please estimate the percent of girls in your school who . . .  

 
 0-25% 26-50% 51-75% 76-100% 

a. are focused on being attractive  
1 2 3 4 

b. express concern about dating and relationships 1 2 3 4 

c. know how to get along with both sexes 1 2 3 4 

d. are teased by their female peers 1 2 3 4 

e. feel safe from sexual harassment at school 1 2 3 4 

f. feel safe from threats at school 1 2 3 4 

g. have the social skills they will need in the 
mixed-sex work place 

1 2 3 4 

h. can stand up for themselves in confrontations 
with peers 

1 2 3 4 
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62. Do you have boys at this school? 

1 Yes (continue to Question #63) 

2 No (skip to page 20) 
 

63. Please rate the degree to which you agree or disagree with each of the following statements. 
Mark (X) one box on each line. 

 

Boys in my school . . .  
Not 

applicable
Strongly 

agree 
Somewhat 

agree 
Somewhat 
disagree 

Strongly 
disagree 

a. are taught math and science the same 
way we teach girls 

0 1 2 3 4 

b. are taught reading or language arts the 
same way we teach girls 

0 1 2 3 4 

c. have interests that are different from 
their classmates 

 1 2 3 4 

d. discuss their interests with me  1 2 3 4 

e. discuss their insecurities with me  1 2 3 4 

f. are not focused on how they dress  1 2 3 4 

g. seem comfortable being in a group of 
all boys 

 1 2 3 4 

h. are teased by students from other 
schools for attending a boys’ school 

 1 2 3 4 

 

64. Please estimate what percent of the boys in your school . . .   
 

 0-25% 26-50% 51-75% 76-100% 

a. are respectful toward teachers 1 2 3 4 

b. are respectful toward the administration 1 2 3 4 

c. treat each other with respect 1 2 3 4 

d. work together cooperatively 1 2 3 4 

e. assume a leadership role in the classroom or 
school 

1 2 3 4 

f. need frequent discipline for disruptive behavior 1 2 3 4 

g. bully other students 1 2 3 4 

h. put down other students 1 2 3 4 
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65. Please estimate the percent of the boys in your school who. . .   

 0-25% 26-50% 51-75% 76-100% 
a. express stereotyped views of male and 

female roles 1 2 3 4 

b. tell sexist jokes or make sexist remarks 1 2 3 4 
c. enjoy attending a single sex school 1 2 3 4 
d. view boys as being superior to girls 1 2 3 4 
e. express interest in stereotypical female 

careers 
1 2 3 4 

f. express interest in stereotypical male careers 1 2 3 4 
g. have parents who prefer that their sons 

attend single sex schools 
1 2 3 4 

 

66. Please rate the degree to which you agree or disagree with each of the following statements. 
Mark (X) one box on each line.  

Skip this item if you are the principal of an elementary school. 
 

Boys in my school. . .  
Strongly 

agree 
Somewhat 

agree 
Somewhat 
disagree 

Strongly 
disagree 

a. are involved in extracurricular academic 
activities (e.g., mock trial, science fair) 1 2 3 4 

b. are focused mostly on athletics and sports 1 2 3 4 

c. enjoy having leadership roles in student 
government 

1 2 3 4 

d. show more respect for student athletes than 
academic high achievers 

1 2 3 4 

e. participate in clubs that are non-traditional for 
boys 

1 2 3 4 

f. have a limited number of extracurricular 
activities to choose from 

1 2 3 4 
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67. Please rate the degree to which you agree or disagree with each of the following statements. 
Mark (X) one box on each line. 

 

Boys in my school. . .  
Strongly 

agree 
Somewhat 

agree 
Somewhat 
disagree 

Strongly 
disagree 

a. are focused on being attractive  
1 2 3 4 

b. worry about dating and relationships 1 2 3 4 

c. know how to get along with both sexes 1 2 3 4 

d. are teased by their male peers 1 2 3 4 

e. feel safe from sexual harassment at school 1 2 3 4 

f. feel safe from threats at school 1 2 3 4 

g. have the social skills they will need in the 
mixed-sex work place 

1 2 3 4 

h. can stand up for themselves in confrontations 
with peers 

1 2 3 4 
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68. Listed below are several reasons that practitioners have given to support single sex education. 
In the box at the bottom of the page, please write in the letters corresponding to the five 
reasons you believe are most important. If your most important reasons are not listed, please 
add them in items o, p, and q.  

 Single sex education . . . 

a. decreases the academic problems of low achieving students. 

b. decreases distractions to learning. 

c. improves student self esteem. 

d. decreases gender role stereotyping. 

e. allows for more opportunities to provide social and moral guidance. 

f. provides more leadership opportunities. 

g. addresses the unique learning styles and interests of girls or boys. 

h. reduces student behavior problems. 

i. provides more positive student role models. 

j. decreases sex bias in teacher-student interactions. 

k. provides choice in public education. 

l. promotes a sense of community among students and staff. 

m. reduces sexual harassment among students. 

n. Improves student achievement. 

o. other (specify): ____________________________________________________ 

p. other (specify): ____________________________________________________ 

q. other (specify): ____________________________________________________ 
 

Write in the letters corresponding to what you believe are the 5 most important reasons 
for offering single sex education: 

 

  Most important 

  Second most important 

  Third most important 

____  Fourth most important 

____  Fifth most important 
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69. How much of a challenge have the following issues been for this school?  
Mark (X) one box on each line. 

Challenge 
No 

challenge 
A small 

challenge 
A moderate 
challenge 

A huge 
challenge 

e. Turnover in school leadership 
1 2 3 4 

f. Teacher turnover 
1 2 3 4 

g. Lack of district level support 
1 2 3 4 

h. Lack of real choice for students to be here 
1 2 3 4 

i. Insufficient funding compared to other 
schools in this district 1 2 3 4 

j. Competition for students from other 
magnet or charter schools 1 2 3 4 

k. Reputation of school as undesirable 
1 2 3 4 

l. Low student enrollment 
1 2 3 4 

m. Class sizes too large 
1 2 3 4 

n. Insufficient professional development on 
single sex education 1 2 3 4 

o. Insufficient professional development on 
teaching low achieving students 1 2 3 4 

p. Unclear mission or purpose of single sex 
education 1 2 3 4 

q. Insufficient course offerings compared to 
coed schools in district 1 2 3 4 

r. Lack of sufficient curriculum focus on state 
standards 1 2 3 4 

s. Conflict with other school reform efforts 
1 2 3 4 

t. Parent opposition to change 
1 2 3 4 

u. Negative ommunity perceptions about 
single-sex schools 1 2 3 4 

 

Principal Background 

70. Are you female or male? 

1 Female 

2 Male 
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71. Are you of Hispanic or Latino origin?  

1 Yes 

2 No 
 

72. What is your race? Mark (X) all that apply.  

a White 

b Black or African American 

c Asian 

d Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander 

e American Indian or Alaska Native 

f Other 
 

73. How many years of experience do you have in each of the following positions? Write in the 
number of years below. Count part of a year as 1 year. If none, mark 0. 

 Number of years 

a. Years as a teacher before becoming a principal    

b. Total number of years as a principal    

c. Number of years as principal of a single-sex school    

d. Total number of years as principal of this school    
  
74. What is the highest degree you have obtained as of December 2004? Mark (X) only one box. 

1 Associate degree 

2 Bachelors (B.A., B.S., B.E., etc.) 

3 Master’s degree (M.A., M.A.T., M.B.A., M.Ed., M.S., etc.) 

4 Education specialist or certification (at least one year beyond master’s level)  

5 Doctorate or first professional degree (Ph.D., Ed.D., M.D., L.L.B., J.D., D.D.S.) 

6 Do not have a degree 
 

 

Thank you for your participation in this survey! 
 

Please use the enclosed envelope to mail your survey: 
 

Dr. Bonnie J. Faddis 
RMC Research Corporation 

522 SW Fifth Avenue, Suite 1407 
Portland, OR 97204 

 

If you have any questions, please call Bonnie Faddis or Margaret Beam at (800) 788-1887 


